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The German Willard’s
come to America

By Karin Kincaid

Editor’s note: This is the N
complete text of the talk on S5
German Willard’s given at the
2003Willard Family Reunion in
August, 2003. We felt that it should
be shared with all members un-
edited.

Good Evening.

My name is Karin Kincaid, and I’'m
supposed to be your evening
entertainment. After a long hard
week of work and a big meal, I'm
here to make sure you get a good
night’s sleep by listening to me talk
about a bunch of people you’ve
never heard of who lived a few
hundred years ago. I was all set to
come here and tell you all about my
magnificent Williard family and how
incredible they were. Then, this past
May, my husband and I went to
England. We visited all sorts of old
and wonderful places, and when we
were in Cantebury Cathedral, down
in the crypts, we found a memorial
placed there to the memory of Major
Simon Willard. We also found a
painting of a man named Villar (from
the same root name as Willard)
hanging in Leeds Castle. I began to
get nervous. It would seem that your
family is very well connected. I
began to have visions of saying the
wrong thing and creating an
interfamily incident. You’d go back
to calling us the Maryland dirt
farmers, all of Karen Willard’s good
efforts on helping us get to know
each other would fall apart, maybe
even restarting the Civil War — and
then your New England ancestors
would call England, and my Mid-
Atlantic  ancestors would call
Germany, and we would start World
War III. 1 get a little carried away
when I get nervous.

But seriously — I have been spending
the past 3 months trying to figure out
what to say tonight; how to
communicate my passion about my

family and their history to you. Most
importantly, I’ve been trying to
figure out how to condense 400 years
into something less than a 4 hour
lecture and to make sure I don’t
sound like the Book of Genesis with
a list of “begats”. It wasn’t easy.
But then I realized that there is one
thing that our families have very
much in common, despite their
different background and origins.
Both our stories reflect the story of
this country and vividly demonstrate
the heart and diversity of American
history. The colonial pilgramages,
the French and Indian War, the quest
for religious freedom, the
Revolution, and the great westward
expansion — All of these are
American history, and Williard
family history, too -- yours and mine.

You may have noticed that I just said
Williard. That is was my
grandmother’s maiden name. [I’ll
discuss the differences in the name in
more detail later. I will also say that
I have brought lots of materials with
me for anyone to look through if you
want more information about
anything I talk about. My focus in
my research has been on the “big
picture” of the family as a whole. If
any of this strikes a chord with
anyone, | also have information from
researchers who have focused in
detail on certain segments of the
family, and I can put you in touch
with them.

So, after all that anxiety, let me
begin. Let’s start with the name,
“The German Willard Family.” It’s a
great nickname. [ use it myself all
the time. In fact, though, it is
misleading. My Willards are
German like I’'m royalty. I once had
an ancestor who was a Count. It’s
also a bit like my college roommate
who was a 4™ cousin to Diana,
Princess of Wales. What does it all
mean?  Absolutely nothing. My
Williards did not start in Germany,
and they didn’t stay there very long;

although, by the time they came here,
to Philadelphia, the family was
speaking German. Ergo, they
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became The German Willards. And
from now on, I would appreciate it if
you all refer to me as “the Lady
Karin”.

The earliest ancestor that we have
been able to trace was born in
France, in the Sedan region, in 1635.
His name was Nicolaus Vieillard
(spelled V*FE*X[*L*L*A*R*D).
Vieillar means “Very Old Man”. We
don’t know much about Nicolaus.
We know he had a brother named
Pierre and a cousin named Pierre, but
we don’t know which was which.
Sometime, when Nicolaus was in his
20’s, he and the two Pierres fled
France for Germany to escape
religious persecution. They were
Protestants, fleeing Catholic France.
All 3 of the Vieillards married and
had descendants. The focus of the
so-called “German Willard” research
has been on the descendants of
Nicolaus, as they are the ones whose
sons came to America and multiplied
like rabbits. It is worth pausing to
talk about one of the Pierres, though.
Pierre Vieillard (one of them)
married Catherine Boye’. Their
daughter Anna Margretha married
Abraham Cherdron, and

their descendants settled due west of
here in York County, PA, and
include a great many of the German
families that live in York County, PA
today. Pierre’s grandson married
into the Harbaugh family, which we
will meet again in another story.

Back to Nicolaus and the Pierres.
The Vieillards went to the Pfalz
region of Germany, near
Kaiserslautern. Apparently, there
was a  significant  French
settlement there, because we can
find records from that time period
for both the German Reformed
Church and the French Reformed

Church. Also, in 1663 in
Germany, Nicolaus  married
Katherine Grosjean, also born in
France. Katherine’s  surname
means
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